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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-0378
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Introduced at the request of Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: May 23, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: May 23, 2017
Type of Action: City Charter Amendment (subject to public referendum)
Bill Summary: This bill, subject to public referendum, will amend the City Charter to repeal the two term limit provisions in Sections 5.041, 8.04, 9.04, 10.04, 11.04, 12.11, and 13.15. This legislation also requires that a financial impact statement and the term limit referendum question be included on the ballot in the August 28, 2018 Primary Election.
Background Information: Under the current terms of the City Charter, Constitutional Officers (City Council Members, the Sheriff, the Supervisor of Elections, the Property Appraiser, the Tax Collector, the Clerk of Courts and the Duval County School Board) are limited to two terms in office. By the majority of votes in the public referendum, the term limit provisions applicable to Constitutional Officers presently in the Charter shall be either repealed or retained. 
If this bill is approved, the Supervisor of Elections will notify the Mayor, City Council President, General Counsel and Council Auditor to prepare a financial impact statement (up to 75 words) within thirty days to estimate the cost to the City as a result of the amendment. A committee will be formed with appointed representatives from the offices of the Mayor, City Council President, General Counsel and Council Auditor charged with estimating the financial impact. The Council Auditor will chair the committee. The Supervisor of Elections will, at least thirty days prior to the referendum, publish public notices two times. The Supervisor of Elections for Duval County, Florida shall certify the results of the referendum to the Florida Department of State in accordance with law.
The ballot title for the referendum question will be: “Referendum Amending Charter, Repealing Term Limits for City Officers and School Board Members, Except the Mayor”. 

The City Charter term limit amendment referendum question on the ballot will be: "Shall Ordinance 2017-378-E, which repeals and nullifies the two term limit provisions related to City Officials found in the Charter in Sections 5.041 (City Council), 8.04 (Sheriff); 9.04 (Supervisor of Elections); 10.04 (Property Appraiser); 11.04 (Tax Collector); 12.11 (Clerk of the Court); and 13.15 (School Board Members) become effective?"
(_____)   YES.

(_____)   NO.

Policy Impact Area: Constitutional Officer Term limits
Fiscal Impact: To be determined by a financial impact statement if amendment is approved
Analyst: Hampsey
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